
 
 
 

 
August 2017 

Dear Parents 
 

Welcome to Little Oaks Two! 
 

Autumn is always an exciting term – your children will get to know people and routines, making and 
strengthening friendships, whilst the season itself is always a delightful one in which to explore the outdoors, 
culminating of course with (whisper it quietly) Christmas.  
 
Now is my opportunity to explain the day-to-day routines to you, helping you to help your child settle in quickly 
and happily this term. (I have also attached our settling in guide as well as our FAQ sheet to help you get on top of 
the basics, especially if you are brand new to Little Oaks.)  
 

Firstly, our children still have a whole lovely year of preschool with us before they go to school, and we strongly 
resist the ‘over-schoolification’ of early years. However, this doesn’t mean we have low expectations of your 
children: far from it. We are committed to giving them exciting, challenging and nurturing opportunities to 
develop their intellects, their bodies and their social selves. Feedback from the schools we send our children on to 
is that children from Little Oaks are recognisable by their excitement about learning, their eagerness to explore 
and take part, and their social skills. This means that we are hitting the spot with ‘school-readiness’ and we feel 
this is down to the way we deliver the curriculum within the whole nurturing yet challenging environment at Little 
Oaks. 
 

We encourage skills of independence from day one: each child shares a shoe storage box with three or four 
others, and their names are all on the boxes, which are located in the entrance area. As they arrive, they change 
their outdoor shoes for their indoor shoes*, and place their outdoor shoes in the box. When going outside to play, 
they again locate their box and change shoes, placing their indoor shoes in the box. Similarly, each child has a 

named coat peg and will be encouraged to put on and take off their own coat, returning it to the peg when 
finished. Please help your child by not doing everything for them; they won’t be as quick as you are but they will 
get there.  
 

On the topic of shoes and coats, please be patient with our entrance area and routines. It is a very small area and 
gets extremely congested, especially in the morning. We have tried lots of different methods and processes but 
none has given us the answer we ultimately need – more space! So when you arrive with your child please just be 
patient, wait for an opportunity to change shoes and then bring your child to the door where either I or one of 
the senior team will be greeting. Initially we’ll also greet you in the garden, with reminders of where things go 
once you’re inside. We’ll alternate the person in the garden so that you get to know all the teachers’ faces quite 

quickly. If for any reason you haven’t yet met your child’s key person, please do come all the way in on the first 
day and introduce yourself. If you feel your child is ready, please say goodbye at the door, and wave with a huge 
smile as your child enters, giving them the message that you are happy to leave them and that they will have a 
wonderful time. Children love the self-registration process at Little Oaks Two, which involves scanning their 
name/barcode using an iPhone. We realise that at first children may wish you to go in with them, but the quicker 
we can clear the room of adults, the better, as having parents in  there raises the volume levels and can really 
unsettle children who are otherwise settling in happily.  
 

Your child needs a pair of *‘indoor shoes’ – i.e. a soft-soled pair suitable for playing indoors, which we aim to 
keep as clean and homely as possible. Ideal choices are slippers, Doodles or plimsolls. You may think your child 
can identify his / her shoes, and this may be true at home when there are maybe three or four other pairs. At 
nursery there are many more, and lots that look similar, so the only way to be sure is to name them. PLEASE 
name indoor shoes, outdoor shoes and any clothing, as well as lunchboxes and other belongings brought in from 



home. Please also be prepared for children to go outside most days – so they need weather-appropriate outer 
layers and footwear (also named!!). 

 

Lunchtime: If you haven’t previously read our lunchbox guidance leaflet, you can find it on the website 
(www.little-oaks.org) or ask for a printed version at nursery. It’s full of ideas as well as advice as to the sorts of 
foods that are suitable. Please remember that we have a strict NO NUTS policy; chocolate and sweets are not 
allowed either as they have no nutritional value . Please pack a small plate in with your child’s lunch so we can 
make sure lunch boxes stay off the tables. Many children are staying for the full day, but some will arrive at 12 in 
time for lunch and will join a group in the back hall who are playing ring games and acting out stories before 
lunch. Some children can find this a little overwhelming at first, so on the first few occasions we arrange for your 
child to be met at the door and led in, to observe from the side lines, being encouraged to gradually join in as they 
are ready. 
 

Little Oaks Café: We are holders of the ‘Smile’ award for encouraging tooth-friendly eating, which is why we 
serve unsweetened crackers, etc. at the Little Oaks Café along with a variety of fresh fruit and vegetables, with a 
choice of milk or water. The café is open for an extended period within both morning and afternoon sessions, and 
we encourage children to visit when they feel hungry. We help them to identify their name, move it to a board to 
show they have visited the café, and then wash their hands, select their own plate and cup, and choose what they 
would like to eat and drink. We encourage them to try new things and be adventurous! When they have finished 
they clear their own plate and cup away ready for them to be washed. These are important skills of independence 
and you can help your child by practising at home at meal times.  
 

Your child needs some sort of book bag in which they can carry home works of art, notes from us and books 

from our library. We operate a lending system which the children can access daily, but we are mindful of the 
amount of information we all have to carry around in our heads so do not have a nominated return day for library 
books. Your child is welcome to keep a book for one night or any number of weeks (eventually ending up with you 
begging us to change it whether they want to or not!) and please don’t be surprised if they choose a book they 
already have at home. This is very much a part of settling in and feeling secure – finding familiar things and 
recognising them. If you mention this to your child, try and do it in a positive way rather than questioning why 
they would choose a book they already own. 
 

Uniform is available direct from Tesco by following these steps: 
1. Go to www.tesco.com 
2. Click on ‘F&F Clothing’ and click on ‘School Uniform’ 
3. Go to ‘Embroidered Uniform’  
4. Enter your school - Little Oaks Nurseries Ltd 
5. You’ll see the range of available embroidered products. Simply make your purchase and wait for the items to 

arrive at your home address. 

 
*The book bags and PE bags we offer are ideal for the purpose; PE bags can be used for Forest School extras during the 
year and PE kit in the summer term. Backpacks tend to be bulky and fill space that is needed for coats and shoes, and as 
most children no longer need nappies or wipes we encourage as little as possible to be left at nursery.  

 

Contact list: We have your consent to share your details with other parents, so will send out a contact list soon, 
for you all to get in touch with one another. The email address I will be using as a default is the primary caregiver, 
but now is a good time to tell me if you’d like another contact, e.g. au pair, nanny, partner to receive the 
newsletters and details of upcoming events. Just reply to this mail with their email address and role/relationship 
to your child.  
 

Social Media and Staff team:  For what I hope are obvious reasons of confidentiality and child protection, Little 
Oaks staff are not permitted to have social media contact with parents of children at nursery. This condition 
extends to six months after a child has left the nursery, or in the case of families who will return with younger 
children, until six months after the youngest child has left the nursery. We know that many friendly relationships 

http://www.little-oaks.org/
http://www.tesco.com/


grow between teachers and parents (and are glad and supportive of this!) but we hope you understand that they 
will be obliged to decline any invitation to connect online.  
 

Invoices: At Little Oaks Two you will receive one invoice for the entire nursery year; these will arrive before the 
start of term with clear explanations about payment choices. 
If your child has been at Little Oaks One, you may have received a statement showing an outstanding balance or a 
credit from last term. Please refer any queries back to Madhuri Kocherlakota (madhuri@bcams.co.uk), our book 
keeper, but certainly don’t panic – the invoice total will reflect what we believe is outstanding, but as monies 
sometimes arrive into the account with an unclear name/label attached we may have received your payment but 
not have been able to allocate it.  
 

 

  Forest School 
 

 An Adventure in Education 

 
Timings: as a reminder our hours are:  

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  9:00 – 1:00  or 9:00 – 3:15 or 12:00 – 3:15.  
Friday    9:00 – 1:00 only 

 

So, all children are with us for lunch which is an important social occasion, where they’ll also learn about healthy 
eating, good manners, other people’s needs, etc.  
 
PUNCTUALITY is important to your child’s wellbeing both morning and afternoon, and creates good habits for the 
future, so unless you have some unforeseen circumstance, PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE TO DROP OFF OR PICK UP. 
Thank you. 
 

As ever – email, call or catch me at nursery if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for choosing Little 
Oaks Two for your child and here’s to a wonderful year together. 
 
Best Wishes 

 
 
 
 

Ruthie   
07881 737149   / ruthiepocock@little-oaks.org  
  

We will be in touch again before the start of term to let you know about 
Forest School sessions. We hope you enjoy our information leaflet which 
we have attached. 

mailto:madhuri@bcams.co.uk
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2017-18
 

AUTUMN TERM 2017 

Day Date Time Event  

Thursday 14/09/17 9:00 Autumn term begins 

W/b 18/09/17  Forest School begins (Groups 1 & 2) 

Friday 13/10/17 9-12:30 Portrait photos (LOC invited to participate) 

Wed-Sun 18-22/10/17  Diwali 

Thursday 19/10/17 6:30 - 9:00 Parents’ Evening (held at LO2) 

Friday 20/10/17  End of half term 

Monday 30/10/17 9:00  Beginning of second half of Autumn term 

W/b 30/10/17  Forest School ends (Groups 1 & 2) 

Friday 17/11/17  Children in Need 

Monday 27/11/17  Shoebox Appeal begins 

Friday 15/12/17 9:30 Nativity in church; refreshments follow & end of term 

Monday 18/12/17  Shoebox gifts delivered to charity offices 

 

SPRING TERM 2018 

Day Date Time Event  

Monday 8/1/18 9:00 Spring term begins 

W/b 5/2/18  Forest School begins (Groups 3 & 4) 

Friday 9/2/18  End of half term (usual times) 

Wednesday 14/2/18  Valentine’s Day  

Friday  16/2/18  Chinese New Year 

Monday 19/2/18 9:00 Beginning of second half of Spring term 

W/b  26/2/18  Parent meetings begin 

Friday 9/3/18 9:00-10:00 Mummy & Me 

Monday 11/3/18  Mothering Sunday 

W/b 26/3/18 tbc Easter visits by Rev. Mike Bisset 

   Forest School ends (Groups 3 & 4) 

Thursday 29/3/18  Finish for Easter (usual times) 

Friday 30/3/18  Good Friday 

Sunday 1/4/18  Easter Sunday 

Monday 16/4/18  National School Offer Day 

 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Day Date Time Event 

Monday  23/4/18 9:00  Summer term begins 

W/b 23/4/18  Forest School begins (all groups) 

Monday  7/5/18 All day BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 21/5/18 9:00 Group photos 

Friday  26/5/18  End of half term (usual times) 

Monday  4/6/18  Beginning of second half of Summer term 

W/b 4/6/18 tbc Teacher and school transition visits begin 

  2:00-3:00 Me and my Dad do… Sports Day 

Friday 15/6/18  Eid-al-Fitr 

Tuesday 3/7/18 All day School transition day 

Thurs/Fri 5 & 6/7/18 All day School Uniform days 

Friday 13/7/18 11:30 Graduation, picnic & end of term 

 


